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MOROCCO. 
TANGIER. 


Consul White to the Marquess of’ Salisbury. 


(Received at Foreign Office, August 21, 1897.) 
My Lord, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit my Report on the Trade of 
this district during the year 1896. The delay that has attended 
its preparation has been caused by the labour involved in the 
compilation of the statistics. 
No statistics whatever sre furnished by the Moorish 
authorities, and the only way of arriving at an estimate of the 
" guantity and value of goods imported and exported is to go 
through all the manifests and counterfoils of bills of lading. 
Unfortunately the value of the tables when compiled is -far 
from commensurate with the time devoted to their preparation, 
for the figures quoted can at,least be only approximate, and in 
many cases, I fear, not even that, as the entries on manifests and 
bills of Jading are generally very meagre, and often affurd no clue 
to the quantity and value of the goods, sometimes not even to 
their nature; too much value must not therefore be attached to 
figures in the statistical returns appended to the Report. 
, I have, &e. 


(Signed) HERBERT E. WHITE. 





Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Consular District of 
Tangier for the Year 186, 
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General Trade. 


Generaltmade. The steady decline which has been noticed during the last 
few years in the general trade at the port of Tangier was con- 
tinued during the year 1896, the causes that brought about that 
decline in the preceding years being stil] present in a more marked 
degree, and I fear that when the report for the present year has to 
be written a still more serious decrease in trade will have to be 
recorded. Bad harvests, an unsettled state of the country in the 
interior, rendering it difficult for merchants to obtain payment 
from the agricultural classes for their goods, and, perhaps, 
above all, a continually rising rate of exchange, have had a 
disastrous effect on the trade of this country, and it is difficult to 
see how any great improvement can be expected in the immediate 
future. When it is remembered that within the last six or seven 
years the tate of exchange on English gold has risen 30 per cent., 
it is not surprising that the native demand for British goods at 
the increased prices should be much decreased, especially as bad 
harvests, owing to deficient rains and visits of locusts, have made 
the people poorer, whilst there has been no reduction in the dues 
levied by country governors on the people under their juris- 
diction. 

The absence of the Court from Fez also makes a considerable 
difference in the amount of goods imperted at the northern 
ports, though perhaps this affected Laraiche more than Tangier. 

Several cases of bankruptcy amongst important Moorish mer- 
chants, and consequent serious losses suffered by European 
houses, in addition to their inability to obtain payment for goods 
sold on credit, has caused those houses to be more careful about 
giving credit, and has thus considerably lessened the amount of 
the imports. 
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The rate of exchange on English bills is regulated by the rate Exchange. 
at Madrid. The variations during the year are shown in the 











following table :— 
Month. Percentage. 
January. os oe oo 224 
February .2 60 oe wee 21} 
March ee ee ee oe ee 21} 
April oe ee ee oe oe 213 
Muy.. oe ee ee ee ee 20 
June ee ee oe oe ee 19} 
July... oe ee oe oe ee 193 
August ee eo oe oe ee 20} 
September .. ae oe ee o 21 
October ee eo ee oe oe 24 
Novembor es ee oe eo oe 28 
December ee ee ee ee oe | 274 





At the present time the rate of exchange has risen to over 32 
per cent. 


Imports. 


The total value of imports excluding specie shows a reduction Import: 
of 44 per cent., even when compared with the figures for 1893, 
during which the‘trade of this port was paralysed by quarantine 
during the three autumn months, whilst if compared with the 
preceding year the fallin value is over 20 per cent. From the British 
subjoined table it would apmear, however, that the trade with 
Great Britain, though sharing in the general depression, has main- 
tained its position as compared with that of other countries, 544 
per cent. of the total imports being entered as coming from Great 
Britain or Gibraltar :-— 


IS EE PE I IN SE IL SST SO ETT 











Percentage. 
Country. 
1896. 1995. | 1804. 
Great Britain oe ve 54h 50 573 
France oe ee od 29 32 381i 
Germany... 7 os 12: 13} 7 
Other countries... ee 4 44 3h 





French trade, on the other hand, shows a slight falling-off, French. 
whilst German trade, though in advance of what it was in 1894, German. 
has gone backwards rather than increased. 

In British trade the decline is most marked in the case of Cottons. 
Manchester goods, which have always been by far the most 
important item in the list of imports. Their total value in 
1896 is estimated at 130,125/., whereas in former years nee 
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Tobacco: 


Candles. 


Cloths. 


Flour. 


Raw silk. 


Loaf sugar. 


Timber. 


Specie. 


of .MOROCCO. 


would average over 180,0001, neatly the ‘whole of which is 
British: 

The total value of cottons imported from-Great Britain: last 
year is estimated-at 116,160/, This year, IT am. told,.the quantity 
imported will be. considerably less, the vate of exchange being how 
very high, and manifacturers being wisely unwilling. to: give 
much. credit. 

The next item in the list of imports from Great Britain in 
order of value is tea, of which 22,7952 worth was imported at: 
Tangier last year, almost the whole of it from England. The — 
classes of tea most in favour with the Moors are “Hy sons and 
Young Hysons at from 4d. to 1s. 3d. per Ib., the greater portion 
of that imported being, however,.tea at from. 8d. to 10d. per Ib. 

A considerable quantity of tobacco is now imported here, 
where it is made up into cigarettes and cigars for home consump- 
tion. The tobacco. comes chiefly from Germany, Gibraltar, 
Holland and Algeria: 

The importation of tobacco is only permitted at this port, and 
last year a larger quantity than usual was introduced in anticipa- 
tion of the rate of duty being raised. 

The ouantity of candles imported was ahout the same as in 
1894 and 1893. They consist almost entirely of low-priced - 
paraffin candles of British manufacture. 

Germany retains. its hold on the market in cloth, 14,200/. 
ent of a total of 16,8201. having come from that country. 

There is nothing to add to the remarks.made by Mr. Madden 

2 this subject in his report of last year, the classes of cloth 
finding favour in this country remaining the same. 

The quantity of flour imported, which a few years since was 
comparatively ele ae is steadily increasing, and now it has 
reached a total value.of 23,2751; being the second most important 
item in the list of imports. It comes almost entirely from 
France, and is of Russian and Indian origin. 

A small quantity of Amerivan flour comes vid Gibraltar, 
but being considerably more expensive does not find much sale. 
The French flour costs at Marseilles from 12 to 15 fr. per 
100 kilos. 

Raw silk and loaf sugar, both of which are always introduced 
into this country in large quantities, do not interest British trade, 
which cannot compete in these articles, 

Both continue to come from France, and. together form nearly 
a third of the total value of the imports from that country. 

Belgian refineries have succeeded in placing a certain quantity 
of their sugar in this market, but being shipped by German 
steamers they figure amongst German imports. 

A considerable quantity of timber is annually imported from 
Sweden, being generally brought by sailing vessels; the total value 
last year was 4, 7654. 

it will be observed that a large quantity of specie was both 
imported and exported during the. year. This is accounted for by 
the fact that a quantity of new Moorish cain was struck at 
French and German mints, and was paid for in specie. 
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A large quantity of specie was: also exported. to: Spain ‘for 
purchase-of paper to pay: foriniports from England:and Franice; and 
also on account of some Government payments to: be made: iti 
Europe.. 


Exeports. 


Passing to exports, we find they show an improvement on Exports. 
1895; but are considerably Jess than in 1894, if we exclude specie, 
of which, as: has already been stated; an. exceptionally large 
quantity left the country in 1896. 

The proportionate shares of the various countries in the export 
trade during the last three years is shown in the following table :— 














i 
! Percentage. 
Country. | ; : — 

| 1896 | 1895 iso4 

Great Britain aa es | 29 ot 46 

nce we ie we 7 29 | 124 

Spain .. Bs is a 40% 33 | 363 

Tripoli and Egypt .. os 21k 

Otlier countries Re <s 2 ¢ | 5 





It must, however, be observed that in other vears slippers, British. 
woollen goods, and other articles exported to Tripoli and Egypt 
were shipped vid Gibraltar,and thus figured amongst the exports 
to Great Britain and Gibraltar, whereas this year they have 
generally been shipped direct by Papayanni steamers. Most of 
the goods-included under the head of exports to Great Britain go 
to Gibraltar and Malta, the value of those really going to the 
British Jsles being small, probably not exceeding 10,000/. 

Spanish exports include a considerable quantity of goods Spanish. 
shipped to Melilla for the Riff districts. 

As usual, the principal articles amongst the exports are oxen, Osen, poultry, 
poultry, eggs, and meat, sent chiefly to Gibraltar, Spain, and °ss* 
Malta. They give an aggregate value of 100,524/., or nearly half 
the total value of all the exports. The next most important class 
of goods exported are slippers, woollen manufactures, stirrup, &c., Slippers, 
sent to other Mussulman countries, and to the Riff through Woollens, &c. 
Melilla, their total value being 100,4341 Of the remaining exports, 

-about 5,000/. worth are fcreign goods re-exported to Melilla. 

A great decrease is to be marked in the value of oxen Oxen. 
exported in 1896 as compared with former years, their total value 
having been only 51,0871, whereas in 1894 it was estimated at 
1675987. 

__ In.the first place the number exported is very much smaller— 
16,480 head as against 30,436—and in the second place. their 
value has decreased very considerably. 

Lhe number exported is less because the exportation to France 
‘was. practically prohibited about the middle of the year by the 

(33) A 4 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


6 MOROCCO. 


restrictions placed on their importation, whilst in Spain the price 
of local cattle was so low that it did not pay to bring cattle from 
Tangier. The fall in value is to be accounted for partly by the 
smaller demand, also by scanty pasturage, making the natives 
more anxious to sell, but chiefly by the rise in the rate of 
exchange ; thus whilst the value in currency was lower, the 
equivalent in sterling was rendered much less by the rate of 
exchange being higher. 
General During the year 1896, 1,210 vessels entered this port, with an 
shipping. = ageregate of 324,183 tons. These figures show an increase of 
466 vessels and 52,627 tons on those for the preceding year, which, 
however, is not a good year to take for purposes of comparison, as 
owing to quarantines the traffic of the port was practically 
suspended during the autumn months; comparing the shipping 
during 1896 with that of the year 1894, we find an increase of 
195 vessels, but a decrease of 33,229 tons. ‘This-is accounted for 
by the fact that the proportion of small sailing craft was greater 
in 1896, 440 having entered as against 246 in 1894, and the 
French and Spanish steamers that served this port in the latter 
year were of greater tonnage than those which visited angier last 
year. 
British. British shipping shows a satisfactory increase both in entries 
and tonnage, the returns showing 40 entries and 51,105 tons more 
than in 1894. The marked increase in tonnage is principally 
due to the steamers of the Papayanni line, which commenced in 
February to call at Tangier on their fortnightly voyages from 
Liverpool to Malta and Egypt. They made 25 entries, giving a 
tonnage of 34,686 tons. The only other steamers plying regularly 
between England and this country are those of the Mersey Steam- 
ship Company, which continue their service from Malta to 
Gibraltar and all the Moorish ports, returning the same way to 
London, except during the summer months, when they go round 
the Canary Islands and Madeira. These steamers called at 
Tangier twenty-tive tines during the year, adding 18,867 tons to 
the credit of British shipping. 

The steamers of Messrs. Bland and Co., of Gibraltar, run 
between that port and Tangier about four or five times a week, 
weather permitting, bringing passengers and cargo on tranship- 
ment, and taking cattle, poultry, eggs, &e., for Gibraltar: 

The remaining British shipping was composed principally of 
4 steamers, of 7,664 tons, calling to take up Hadjis for the holy 
places of the Hedjaz, and 3 steamers conveying passengers on 
pleasure trips. Private yachts, of which a good number called here 
during the year, are not included in these returns. 

Spanish. Spain, as usual, is credited with the largest share of the ship- 
ping, 62 per cent. of the total entries being under the Spanish flag, 

This is owing to the subsidised mail service of the Cia. Trans- 

atlaniica, whose steamers generally make six entries a week, 

calling here from Cadiz and from Gibraltar on alternate days. 

They figure in the returns for a total of 276 entries and 110,064 tons. 

The steamers belonging to the firm “Sons of Thos. Haynes,” 
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of Cadiz and Gibraltar, but sailing under the Spanish flag, called 
at Tangier on their way to the “Moorish coast 17 times during 
the year. 

French shipping, when compared with the returns for 1894, French. 
shows an increase of 31 entries, but a decrease of 2,667 tons. 
This is attributable to the stoppage of the service of the Cie 
‘Transatlantique, their place being taken by the smaller vessels of 
the Transport Maritime Algérien, and of the Cie de Navigation 
Mixte, which now have the subsidy for the mail service. The 
former line is represented by two small steamers which ply 
‘between Oran and Tangier, calling at the intermediate ports. 
They made 51 entries during the year, with an aggregate of only 
4,761 tons. The Cie de Navigation 2 Mixte run weekly from 
Marseilles to Tangier vié Oran, Nemours, Melilla, and Gibraltar. 
Their vessels show 45 entries, with 22,952 tons. The same 
number of entries and a total tonnage of 22,476 tons are recorded 
for the vessels of the Cie Paquet, which continue to serve 
Gibraltar, the Moorish ports, and the Canary Islands, directly 
from Marseilles. 

Proceeding to review the German shipping and making the German. 
comparison, as before, with the figures for 1894, we observe a 
‘decrease in both entries and tonnage. The Atlas line has ceased 
sending its steamers here, whilst the Oldenburg Portugiesische 
Steamship Company have commenced a monthly service from 
Hamburg to all the Moorish ports, calling at Antwerp and 
Gibraltar on the way. They made 11 entries, with a total of 
7,581 tons during the year. The steamers of the Woermann line 
continue to run from Hamburg to Antwerp, the Moorish ports, 
Canary Islands, and the West coast of Africa ; they are credited 
with 13 entries and 13,282 tons. 

The Sloman line steamers, also sailing from Hamburg, call at 
‘Tangier on their way to Malaga, Barcelona, and Italian ports. 
‘They ¥ appear in the returns with “15 entries and 14,933 tons. 

The only other line carrying on a regular service at this port is Dutch. 
the Royal ‘Netherlands Steamship Company, whose vessels call 
here on their way from Amsterdam and Lisbon to Gibraltar and 
the Italian ports. The 10 entries and 8,524 tons which appear in 
the return under the heading of Dutch shipping belong to bins 
firm. 

The remaining entries were two Italian sailing vessels and one Various. 
steamer, three Danish steamers, and some Por buguese fishing craft. 
One sailing vessel which arrived under the Liberian. flag has been 
converted ‘into a hulk, and is moored in the bay as a coal store. 

The wooden jetty mentioned in last year’s report is now in Public works. 
sourse of construction, and will be finished by the end of Sep- 
tember. It will have a total length of about a quarter of a mile, 
and will be provided with a crane and with rails and waggons for 
merchandise, thus greatly facilitating the work of the port. Tt 
will also be a great convenience to passengers, as the small local 
steamers will be able to conie alongside, thus saving passengers 
from the discomfort of landing in small boats. 
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A new drain: has been Jaid and carried out below water maz, 
and itis hoped that the main town drain will shortly be extended 
in the same manner. 

The slaughter-house mentioned in last year’s report has been 
finished, and is in use, slaughtering cattle in the open being now 
prohibited. 

The town gates are being enlarged so that the crtish formerly 
experienced in passing the old gates. on market days will be 
avoided in future. 

The roads in the neighbourhood of the town are being graduaily 
improved, and it is hoped a fine bridge wiil be built over the river 
on the road to the lighthouse at Cape Spartel. 

The new British church, a handsome structure in the Moorish 
style, has been sufficiently finished to be opened for use, but sub- 
scriptions are still urgently needed for its completion. 

The public healtn remains very good, as indeed is to be 
expected from the admirable climate with which Tangier is 
favoured, excessive heat being very rare in summer, whilst in the 
spring and autumn the weather is almost perfect. 

The average rainfall during the year is about 32 inches, which 
falls principally during the winter months. 

The following meteorological table will afford some idea of 
the equable nature of the climate :— 


eos 
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| Average Mean | Averagé Mean | 


























Mont H fas Maximum in {| Minimum in Average 
meee “Wicsrs oF iN ? | Shade during | Shade during Rainfall. 
pe the Month. | the Month. 

a |] | | 
January... 5270s 57°83 { 478 ‘5°25 
February .. 549 | ” 0 49°7 3°35 
March v 57 °8 { 62°0 51°9 5°07 
ee ee et ae 

Y oe oe & o e "SL 
ieee) He | Be GE |e 
August. 74° | 78 °6 | 66°3 | 0-02 
September .. 71°8 76 °8 64°5 0-96 
October “ 66°3 70°2 59-4 3°87 
November .. §9°9 | 636 54.°6 2°91 
December <. 5L°6 j 59°5 | 49 °6 4°36 





Easy of access from England, either everland through France 
and Spain, or by sea to Gibraltar, provided with several good 
hotels, with a climate well suited to the invalid, and with much 
to interest the tourist, it is difficult to understand why Tangier is 
not more favoured by the large class of people who winter abroad, 
unless indeed they are kept away by sensational reports of so- 
called. outrages that appear from time to time in the European 
press, based generally upon the slenderest foundation. As a 
matter of fact, however, foreigners are as safe here and as free 
from molestation as they would be in Algeria, Tunis, Egypt, or 
indeed in any country in Europe. 
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Rerourn of Principal Articles of Import to Tangier during the 
Years 1896-95, ' 



































1896. 1895. 
Articles, 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
£& £ 

Bags, empty ee oe wee Bales. 178 1,780 39 390 
Bricks, dc., tiles ... aes a ase 2,205 tee 16,426 
Candles... see ae eof Cts. ss 3, 350 5,460 5,958 12,066 
Cement... tee . ” os 2,49) 823 1,713 634 
Chemicals and dr ugs aes és 2,281 See 4,004 
Cloth see esis, See “ee Packages... “308 16,820 Sas 9,860 
Coals ose as se «| Tons ee 412 648 228 "364 
Coffee See «| Cres 822 3,790 655 3,318 
Copper and "Drags. a wa Pe ove 1,736 Ses 1,154 
Cotton manufactured goods ...] Bales, &. 1, (934 130,125 1,876 130,906 
Cotton, raw oe owe owe Bales 1306 4,590 144 2.160 
Crockery and china oe ee ose 3,260 as 1,928 
Deals and timber ... Sa ae tee 14,765 ee 7,532 
Dyes... ie | Sweet be ae eas 2,662 i 1,189 
our ‘see Par eé o88 Cwts. eee 56, 551 23,275 47,088 19,619 
Furniture... os eve af Pacsages... 393 2,260 348 1,972 
Glassware ... ese oes sas er. ass 582 3,053 760 3,979 
Groveries, &e. a ome ave ove 7,506 aes 8,557 
Guns, &e, «i. eee abe aes eve 239 one 806 
Gypsum a Sse cas ..{ Bags an 7, 998 799 4,600 460 
Hardware .. ove se sae eee eee 4,232 ae 8,849 
Perfumery ... . _ an ove 421 <a 963 
Iron, &e. ... ere wee 8,824 . 388 
Matches... seb ons sa] Cases as “905 1,475 336 1,680 
Oils ... Ses sce wee ...| Barrels... 547 1,498 1,401 6,557 
Petroleum ... Se a | Cases... 1,424 646 6,005 1,801 
Paints Pe «we west Casks a. "425 1,581 365 1,133 
Silk, manufactured ons w.| Cases. 560 20 1,600 
Silk, raw... See see «| Cwts. ee 48h 19,860 393 13,310 
Spices ase. | See: ane ceed one 1,768 eee 2,200 
Stationery .. «.| Packages... 2,490 See 2,100 
Sugar, brown andcrushed ...| Cwts eos I, 854 1,467 5,874 11,236 
Sugar, loaf... ses ove ” as ae 935 16,279 13,326 19,330 
Tea ... sad aes ave «| Cxses 41559 22,795 4.587 22,985 
Vobacco 3. es wes oe Packages... a 12,393 1,335 13,185 
Wines and spirits... 0... a ove 8,339 oe 7,5 
Sundries 4... see wee ee oon 8,545 See 20,507 
Total on se ae aie 341,440 see 356,689 
Specie... oe si0 ese 95,762 sas 1 7260 

Grand total 3s 3 437,202 373,949 





Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tangier during 
the Years 1896-95. 



































1896, 1895. 
Articles, 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, 
£ &. 
Birdseed 4. aes ree w{ Cwts. 3. 946 236 3,592 1,797 
Beeswax ae re (ees eve] 92 os 1,500 7,626 1,980 7,980 
Carpets... ees one «.{ Baltes oes 331 7,944 123 1,818 
Dates eve eee oe | Cwts, ove) 2,005 6,018 2,703 6,485 
Eggs... eee eee ais .{ Thousands 23,436 50,000 17,718 31,893 
F¥owls eve eee ove «.{ Dozens... 13,160 6,580 5,884 2,952 
Goat-skins ... wes 0a wef Cwts.  .. 2,580 7,740 4,366 12,202 
Goat-hair ... eee soe . ” wae 596 932 488 611 
Hides a Sis - a 2,526 4,421 1,504-- 2,418 
Leather filaly ove ave ae 152 1,013 eos eee 
Moorish curiosities on one Packages... lll 1,110 218 1,316 
Oxen... eee wei See «| Head «| 16,480 51,087. 17,460 96,030 - 
Slippers ee «| Bales a. 2,459 73,770 872 33,565 
Woollen manufactured goods cool 99 tee 502 25,100 445 8,900 
Sundries 2. aoe ts oes ov 12,093 aes 5,448 
Total... ss ee . ase 255,670 ee 213,415 
Specie 03. ans ee ove oe 826,477 257,397 
Grand total... a tee 582, 147 sas 470,812 


SFR PE PR RE ST TIES PETS EC TEI SI I IES SON TE PET I TD I RINE TE ER GE RS I ICON OE LEED 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


10 MOROCCO. 


TABLE showing Total, Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported ‘to Tangier from and to Foreign Countries during 


the Years 1896-95. 




















Imports. 





Exports. 
Country. sae eee 
1896 1895: _ 1896. 1895. 
£ _&£ £ £ 
Great Britain .. as 73,826 72,394, 185,556- 179,271 
France .. ne ve 18,186 61,767 96,801 113,776 
Spain oe ae oe 103,859 71,222 5,187 9,247 
Germany < “é 1,469 1,777 42:992 47,444. 
Egypt and Tripoli .. 54,876 466 ee os 
Other countries eof 3,454 - 5,789 (10,904 6,951 
Total .. ..| 255,670 218,415 341,440 356,689 





Norse.—Great Britain includes Gibraitar and Malta; France includes Algeria 
and Tunis ; Spain includes Melilla. Specie is excluded from the above figures. 


Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tangier during the Year 





























1896. 
ENTERED. 
Sailing: Steam. Total. 
Nationality. weieeiad Aasiaeal sracaench 
umber 0 ‘umber 0 umber 0 =e 
8 ‘Vessels. | 78S | Vessels, | TODS. Vessels. | Tons. 
British 3. we 3 327 280 95,778 283 96,105 
Spanish... a6 415 5,558 310 117,038 4% 122,596 
French ae wee 1 115 122 0,226 123 50.341 
German _.., oes os o 43 41,498 43 41.498 
Dutch eee - ite0 se _ 10 8,524 10 $524 
Italian ss 2 662 1 1,528 3 2,190 
Danish aa Sa. eee 3 1,021 3 1,021 
Various 3. | 29s | 60 | |B 20 1,908 
Total. sn) 440 8,322 770 315,961 1,210 224,183 
» forthe year 
preceding ase ove one 74a 271,556 
































Sailing. Steam; Total. 
Nationality. che unites of 
Number 0: ‘umber 0; Number of 
= _| Vessels. acs _ NMessels, | Ee Vessels, | _ es = 
British ove ese 3 327 258 85,980 261 86,307 
Spanish... phe 421 5,772 315 121,678 736 127,450 
Frenvh one 7 1 116 125 51,978 126 52,093 
German... o eas eos 47 43,833 47 43,883 
Dutch tee oe aoe ée 9 7,000 9 7,000 
Italian ave os aoe vee 1 248 i 248 
Danish we Seas ee. ove 2 892 2 $92 
Various... o 6 1,052 1- 1,528 | q 2,580 
Total wo 431 7,266 158 313,137 1,189 320,403 
» forthe year} 
preceding ... ees ov ase eos eee tee 
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FEZ. 11 
Fez 


Mr. Vice-Consul Macléod reports as follows :- 

Both trade and-agriculture in. this-district have provéd, on the General, 
whole, unsatisfactory in 1896. Spervanous 

As mentioned in-previous reports. local statistics of trade aré 
not compiled by the Moorish authorities, and the monthly accounts 
kept of taxes, which would give an approximate indication of 
the state of local commerce, are-not-procurable. So the only data 

available for dfawing up a réport are the replies to enquiries 
made from those engaged in trade and agriculture and one’s own 
personal observations. . 

The spring of the year was somewhat drier than the average, 
and locusts appeaied in considerable force from the latter half of 
April till June. They then destroyed'a largé part of the wheat 
crop. The most of the barley and bean crops were too mature, 
however; for the locusts, which, though very numerous, were 
young-and small. Olives, grapes, and fruits generally all suffered 
severely. When in addition to drought and locusts it is 
remembered that-the Sultan, Court, and Army were still absent 
from the district, it is no& surprising that complaints of the 
dulness of trade were general during the year under review. 

The year 1896-has been locally quite uneventful. The district, Public order. 
with the exception of the road to Tafilet, has been unusually 
peaceful and law abiding: 

So-badly kept was the Tafilet route, however, that scarcely any 
remittances of money could be trusted upon it, and the date crop 
only reached Fez by a circuitous route and upon the payment to 
the semi-independent tribes;through whom the caravans had to pass, 
of a heavy “ Satata,” ze, a sort of blackmail safe-conduct money, 
which in this case amounted in all to about 30s. per mule load of 
3 cwts. of dates. 

This extortion was equivalent to a tax of about 25 to 30 per 
cent. on the produce carried. 

No bankruptcies of serious moment occurred amongst traders Publie credit. 
with Europe during 1896: 

Tlie difficulties in connection with the recovery of debts, while Debts 
less than in former years, are still considerable. The Moorish cllection. 
authorities’ sole principle in dealing with a foreign claim against 
-a Moorish debtor is to make things as pleasant as possible for the 
debtor. 

Fraudulent bankruptcy, and attempts, by natives, no matter 
how plainly proved, to cheat their European connections have not 
so far beeh punished, but have been treated merely as ordinary 
incidents of trade. 

The French and British Post Offices continued their courier Postal 
services as in former years, with the exception that the French 8e*vices. 
Post Office added money-order business to its system. 

Absolutely no novel articles of any importance appear to have Imports. 
been introduced during the last two or three years. This has 
been due probably to prolonged depression of trade, causing the 
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visits of foreign commercial agents to become more rare, and to 
the unpunctuality in payments by many of the native traders; 
discouraging foreign houses from pushing sales. 

It may be useful, however, to notice in detail a few of the 
articles which continue to come wholly-or chiefly.from Continental 
countries, and of whose sale: our manufacturers seem to be 

unmindful. 

Fine and Shops show only German makes as a rule, and in the rare 

superfine eae race 

ataihe: eases when “cloth from England” is shown it is generally a 
German imitation of English cloth bought in England by the 
vendor here. ; 

Traders agree in saying that the prices of English cloths are 
dear, out of all proportion, to their German rivals. These cloths 
-are, roughly: speaking, of two classes, the: first. a light, shiny, 
finished cloth, 54 inches wide in various shades, ‘costing to the 
dealer from: 2s. 9d. to 4s. 6d. the yard f.c.b. Tangier. This cloth is 
used for making. “Caftans,” jackets, vests, and pantaloons. The 
second is a heavy cloth, generally dark blue in colour, 54 inches 
to 60 inches wide, with a smooth, shiny face. It is generally 
used for the loose cloaks worn new by natives of all classes who 
can afford them, and bought second-hand by many of the poorer . 
classes. It costs from 7s. to 10s. 6d. per yard f.o.b. Tangier, 
according to width and quality. 

As these cloths are used in all Moorish towns, and even to some 
slight extent in country places also, and Moroceo’s annual pur- 
chases of them amount to 42,216/, surely some of our manulac- 
sac should make a serious effort to regain the sale of this 
article. 

Matches. The matches now used here are of French or Italian make. 
They are usually small thin wax matches, 60 to 70 in a box, and 
the box is made of cartridge paper, and has a fly-leaf, to which a 
piece of sandpaper is glued. They cost, fio.b. at Moorish ports, 
about 1s. 5d. to 1s. 9d. per gross of boxes. Wooden matches, 
though often tried, find no sale. 

Paper. The paper imported in wholesale quantities comes from 
Germany almost exclusively, and consists of two kinds, the one a 
very common brown paper, size 15 inches by 114 inches, used for 
wrapping small parcels of groceries, &c, and the other a white 
paper, sheets 184 by 144 inches, for writing purposes. 

The former costs about 24d. per kilo. free in a Moorish port, 
and the latter about 5d. per kilo. Smaller quantities of this 

; writing paper jn superior qualities are also imported. 

Haliampores. The blue Sallampores which form the staple article of trade 
between Fez and Tafilet, are made almost exclusively in Pondi- 
cherry, though they reach this market through London or 
Marseilles, 

As Lancashire mills hitherto do not appear to have been able 
to compete with the French Indian factories it would be interest- 
ing to know whether British Indian mills could not make these 
cloths as cheaply-as their Pondicherry rivals. 

Separate returns for this article have not been taken hitherto 
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at the. ports, so it is impossible to give the voiume.of this trade 
exactly,, The approximate value of the Sallampores sent from 
here to Tafilet varies from 5,0002. to 10,0002. annually. In this 
connection I would point out that in view of the steady increase 
of French. exploitation in the districts-of south-east Morocco of 
late years, there is a strong tendency towards their imports 
reaching them more and more through Algeria. 

Owing to the protectionist policy of the French, their manu- 
facturers in Pondicherry,. or elsewhere, will therefore obtain .an 
increasing hold upon that market, British competition in which 
can only be carried on through. Morocco, which, as regards imports, 
is practically a free tracing countiy. 

The -earthenware now. imported comes almost exclusively tarthenware. 
from the Continent. ‘I'he articles in most general demand are 
bowls and soup plates in various sizes. They should be either 
in one colour (white is preferred) or, if coloured, the designs should 
not be the likenesses of anything created, and should be packed 
in barrels weighing, when full, either 14 or 3 ewts., so that two 
packages will form a mule’s load or.a camel's load. 

The rates of exchange follow. those of Tangier. Exchange. 

The principal exports from. Fez consist of goat-skins to Europe, Exports. 
yellow slippers to Egypt and. Senegal, and dates to London chiefly. 

The slipper trade is.said to have been fairly brisk during 1896. Slippers. 
The Egyptian Soudan, before the Mahdi’s advent, was Fez’s 
principal customer. for this article, and so it is hoped that the 
restoration of order in the Soudan will revive that trade 
considerably. 

Thecropof datesatTafilet was good,and the competition amongst Dates. 

buyers here for export was unusually keen. The exporters 
complain bitterly that the latter shipments of the season were 
subjected to the “bearing” influence of a “ring” of London 
dealers who forced prices down from 2J. 5s. to Il. 8s. per cwt. 
When to these circumstances one adds the “Satata,” previously 
referred to, paid to the Berber tribes, through whom the crop 
reached Fez, it is not surprising that the losses of the Fez dealers 
should this year have been very heavy. 

The natives here, Moslems and Jews alike, simply throw Skins. 
outside the city, or into the river, the carcases of their horses, 
mules, and donkeys. 

The waste of good hides is thus considerable, and it would 
seem worth the trouble for some enterprising person to buy up 
these hides not only here but in other parts of Morocco as well. 

No product of local agriculture here is exported, so foreign Agriculture. 
interest in that industry is limited to the indirect, though all- 
important influence, its prosperity has upon the means of the 
public. 

No cattle plague, or similar pest, appeared here during 1896, Cattle plague. 

The crops of 1896 have already been referred to. At the time Crops. 
of writing(March, 1897) the agricultural outlookis unusually cheerful. 
Abundant rains fell during the winter months, and were followed 
by several weeks of dry but bright weather. So even if this 
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spring’s rainfall should be light the harvest ought to prove 
satisfactory. A heavy rainfall now would probably make the 
harvest unprecedentedly good. 


TETUAN 

Mr. Vice-Consul Bewicke reports as follows :-— 

Trade throughout the year has been very dull except in flour, 
the retail shops having done very little business in consequence 
of the scarcity of money due to the poor crops caused by the dry 
winter 1895-96, followed by locusts in the spring, and the con- 
tinued high rate of exchange. 

The figures in the accompanying tables are made as accurate 
as possible, but the ships’ manifests are very meagre, and it is 
very difficult to get reliable returns. 

The imports total up to only just over the amount for 1895, 
when the port was practically closed for three months, owing to 
quarantine, and even that amount would not have been reached 
had it not been for the large quantity of flour imported, 10,9702, 
about one-fourth of the total imports, and an increase over 1895 
of 7,2752. The flour comes almest entirely from Marseilles, 
transhipped at Gibraitar. 

The quantity of candles imported is rather larger than in 1895, 
but the value is lower owing to the lower market. 

Cloth shows an increase of 1,780, but cottons, manufactured, 
raw, ancl thread, show a decrease of 5,8422. I have divided these 
articles as carefully as possible, but as most of them are only 
entered in the manifests as “generos,” one has to be entirely 
guided by the importers’ name in apportioning them, and it is better 
to take them together when they show a decrease of 4,3720. 
Notwithstanding this decrease, stocks on hand are Jarge. A large 
number of small bales have been imported this year, which has 
had to be considered in making the valuation. 

Owing to the short crop in Spain, scarcely any olive-oil has 
been sent here, and there is a decrease of 2,8502. 

A much larger quantity of rice has been imported this year, 
but it has been almost entirely of low grade or broken rice, there- 
fore only slightly exceeds the value in 1895, when the proportion 
of higher grade rice was much larger. 

‘To a certain extent the remarks under cloths and cottons 
apply also to silk, but the importers being fewer it is easier to 
apportion. 

Soap to the value of 2367. has been imported this year, but as 
this is a fluctuating article, depending on the olive crop, I have 
not put it in the table, but left 1é, as usual, in sundries. This, anc 
the quantity of hides, 24.02, chiefly from the coast, transhipped at 
Gibraltar, account for more than one-fifth of the amount under 
sundries. 

Three Spanish steamers entered with wheat and barley, value 
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about 2,500/., which do not appear in the table of imports, being 
sent from the coast by the Government. This added to the flour 
makes 13,4700. paid for food stufis, which will materially cripple 
the buying capacity of the people for the coming year. It must 
also be borne in mind that flour will have to be imported in large 
quantities till the new crops come in. 

Ixports show a slight increase over 1895, chiefly due to the Exports. 
increase in almonds, eggs, and slippers. 

There has been a great change in the shipping owing to M. Shipping. 
H. Bland and Company, Limited, having commenced to run 
steamers from Gibraltar here in April, which have driven away 
some of the small vessels which used to ply between here and 
Gibraltar. 

Steamers, unfortunately, run very irregularly, and cannot be 
depended upon by passengers, which may be partly due to the 
anchorage being so exposed to the 2ast wind, but is no doubt also 
due to the small amount of cargo offering. Some of the steamers 
from or to Gibraltar have called at Ceuta or Melilla, it being found 
convenient tu load for both places at Gibraltar. There is a very 
small trade between this place and Ceuta, which is carried on by 
road, and with Melilla there is practically none. In 10 steamers 
from: Melilla the cargo from that place only amounted to 151/, 
and this was almost entirely European goods. 

The tonnage has been further increased by the visit of two 
steam yachts, and amounts to 8,643 tons entered this year, against 
2,900 in 1895, though there is only an increase of two in the 
number of vessels, 136 against 134. 


Annex A.—DeturN of all Shipping at the Port of Tetuan during 





















































the Year 1896. 
ENTERED. 
{ : 
Sailing. Steam. | Total, 
Nationality. Sietuenet ' . Maaabenee Sar 
umber o Number 0 vumber 0 . 

: {| Vessela, _ Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels, | Tons. : 
British ae ae 55 1,282 40 5,507 95 6,759 
Spanish... ae 38 462 - 3 ee ee 41 (1 88t 

Tetal sie os 93 1,714 43 6,929 136 8,643 
» forthe year 
preceding =... 130 2,041 4 839 13¢ 2,900 
. CLEARED, 
Sailing. Steam, | Total. 
Nationality, iehneeer ‘aii , | Number of 
Siunber 0 . Sumber o: vumber 0: . 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels, Tons Vessels. Tons. 
Britich ° one oo &6 1,249 40 5,507 96 6,766 
Spanish 4. wf | 8B | HZ ee ee) 1oe4 
Total =... eas 94 1,721 43 6,929 137 8,650 
» forthe year 
preceding... 129 2,025 4 859 133 2,88¢ 
1 
SRE IRE E ES FLEET ERI T LEAP IIR IEE Pl EL LOE EE NMDA SIO SEPL I IEE: NE BE SEE EOE I «oS TE LE LDL ESE SETAE 
(33) B 
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Annex B.—RETuRN of Principal Articles of Export from Tetuan 
during the Years 1896-95. 


























1896. 1895, 
Articles, rnc 

: Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value, 

£ es 
Almonds tee eee on] Cwts. aa 170 340 4 8 
Baskets, empty eee e.| Pieces... 2,100 10 ove 6 
Bones ... ees see «| Tons wee 138 140 170 340 
Cork ow see vee ove abe wes aie bee léu 
Eges w+ ooo soe we ThOuSUds 2,667 4,000 1,233 1,72 
Fresh fruits ... ase aes iss ase 3s sas s4 
Linseed toe te of Cwts, oa 2,000 900 2,094 §20 
Onions... oes eee ool as see ase 10 210 42 
Oranges ee ove oe Thousand 491 294 1,923 1,16 
Raisins... ase tee « | Cwts, ee 140 56 402 15 
Slippers woe eee east Pairs. 5,700 427 1,400 105 
Vegetables 4. ae ase see Ns 6 sea at 
Wax ace cee tee wef CWts, ane 120 660 208 1,248 
Sundries aie Sees + Chee ene es 730 eae 293 
Total un. oe ew ane e 7,661 | vee 5,975 
Specie .. eee) aee'y eee ase oes 50 i a ais 
Grond total fa. 9 7) rn | : 





Annex C.—Return of Principal Articles of Import to Tetuan 
during the Years 1896-95. 

















| 1996, 1895, 
Articles. 
ee ; : Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. 
: cineca cera —_ 
ee COPper ae ewe Cuts, ae a pe i: 159 
H $ a eee ooo ee ba 762 
Cloth, manufactured ese Bales and ; a6 
Coffee cuts. sce e a8 132 at 
VC see ane eee eee vis. tes eee 3 ~ : 
Cottons, manufactured ...] Bales and 
cases w. 501 11,883 303 
»» Taw and thread... Bales and | ; ee 
cases... 10 100 86 3,400 
anna and glassware ...| Packages... 184 an 137 471 
: oo one ane oes bes ses eee 345 
ene vee ow ons ooo) Bags . 22,172 ee 4,887 8,695 
rr ee wea one oe ave oe eee 36 
Furniture... ore eee ove aah 308 oo 4353 
Hardware a ase wee | Packages... 121 374 ase 2,135 
ies toe ae woe OWtS. ee 2,852 ee oe 528 
Oil, oifv tee ove tes . see 2 t 2,37 
eae petroleum eee eee C803 4,468 1,117 4,14 ‘Out 
eanoette wee te ese OWES. ane Pc rat od at 
ell eee ee oo ee 2 
Salt, common... ..  w| Tonsk., 25 325 183 183 
Silk... is ove wot Bales and 
cases wy 39 3,200 52 4,335 
Spices .. ae ave eve Packages... U9 205 Qu 329 
Steel ase eee oof Cres. tee 270 170 218 134 
eee . ne cee Half chests O78 The 403 are 
Wine, spirits, and beer... one ove "371 ‘is : 165 
Wool... ane ove | Packa,es... 415 1,030 339 678 
Sundries ate or tee see tes 2,086 eee 1,837 
Total wae cael ane < 44,318 wd) 8,885 
Specie ... ove vee tee one aoe toe 916 
Grand total .. 00 ove ote 44,393 ove 44,804 
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Annex D.—TaB.e showing Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported to Tetuan from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1896-95. 





























Exports. Imports. 
Country. 
1896. 1895. 1896 1895. 
£ £ £ af 
Great Br.. “nD oe ee 140 340 oe oe 
Gibraltar ee oe Gj197 4,502 43,985 44,295 
Oran oe oe oe ee 255 oe 51 
Spain .. «| 844 688 333 458 
Total .. ve 7,661 5,875 44,318 44,804 
LARAICHE. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Forde reports as follows :— 

I have to report that the trade of this district during 1896 
shows no improvement on that of 1894-95 ; indeed, in so far as 
the welfare of the inhabitants affected is concerned, it might be 
compared with some of the worst years recorded. Except in the 
famine of 1878-79, I have seldom seen such a gencral state of 
want among the people. A comparative failure of all crops, 
especially of beans, following on a year of others much under 
average, scarcity and very high prices of wheat and barley, and 
lack of work, all combine to cause this state of affairs. Our town 
and district derive but small benefit from imports, as the greater 
part are for transport to Fez and Mequinez; some of the chief 
exports of this year also come from the country beyond those 
capitals. Thus an exceedingly limited number of persons here 
have found employment from the year’s trade. 


Pe ie ae 


Preliminary 
remarks, 


The imports of this year fall short of those of 1895 by seme Imports. 


84,3002, the chief articles accountable for this decline being 
cottons, 54,200/.; silk, 14,7002.; woollen cloth, 7,450/.; candles, 
5,000/.; and oil, 4,6000. 


In my opinion the principal causes of Causes of 


this decrease were:—(1) The Sultan’s absence from his northern decreuse. 


capitals ; (2) depression through failure of crops of 1895 and 
1896 in the neighbouring provinces; (3) revolt in the populated 
country between Tez and Tafilet, whereby the free passage of 
caravans was impeded for months, and (4) astrong factor also was 
the enactment of more stringent regulations for the supervision 
and collection of customs duty. 

The position of the several countries contributing to our 
imports has been as follows :-— 


(33) BQ 
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a 


Valve of Imports. _ Value. 




















Countries. t aoe! 
1396. | 1895. Increase. | _ Decrease. — 
Seas £ 5 Te ae 
Great Britain... sie wee 128,926 196,860 aus 67,934 
Frances. usa 99.653 211,736 a 12)083 
Belgium vee aoe a 14,212 13,414 5 798- adex 
Germany a. oes vs 5,707 11,586 ei 5,879 
Waly cic aun os 1,237 218 1,029 i ish 
Spay ie oe eee ef Ta Ra { Le 








Total wee ate +] 249,902 { 334,258 1,827 t 86,183 
* ao ~ ' ~ - - = soo - 





Imports from A glance at this table will show what a serious proportion of 
Great Britain this falling-off is borne by Great Britain, as compared with 
and France. Wrance, Great Britain’s most marked failure ig in cotton 
Cotton goods. goods, there being ro particular difference in the other items. 
In contrast to this there is a remarkable increase in receipts 
Sugar. of sugar, the other great article of import, of some 17,000 
ewts., most of which is contributed by France, that country having 
sent 16,078 cwts., or say about 134 per cent. more than last year ; 
Belgian and Belgium’s increase is 800 cwts., or a little over 34 per cent. In 
Hrench sugar. the large central markets of Fez and Mequinez French sugar can 
_ still obtain about 10d. per cwt. more than Belgian, but mann- 
facturers of the latter country are apparently making strong efiorts 
to reduce this difference; and. as the article they sent here this 
year shows @ decided improvement in quality, and is now much 
better adapted to resist the effects of moisture, we may expect soon 
to see their efforts meet with success. Additional shipping 
facilities from Antwerp, with asprobable reduction in the rates of 
freight from there, at least in the early months of 1897, will 

likely conduee to the placing of larger orders for Belgian sugar. 


Woolien Great Britain and Germany sent respectively 6,600 and 24,710 
stot. yards of woollen cloth less than in 1895. 
Sale of goods A pernicicus custom in the sale of goods obtains in Alcazar, a 


in Aleazar. — town which may be considered as the commercial and agricultural 
ceutre of this district, which has prevailed there for several years 
to the mauifest prejudice cf the legitimate trader, and is, I 
believe, common in many other parts of Morocco. The importer 
of voods, generally cottons, sugar, tea, candles, and spices sells on 
credit of four to six months; the buyer, a native Jew, sells these 
eoods off for ready money at prices mostly below the original 
invoice cost; he then distributes the proceeds in the form of 
usurious loans to country Moors for terms-ranging from three to 
six months, the usual rate of interest charged being 50 per cent. 
The result is sometimes disastrous for all concerned when the 
Moor fails to meet his loan in consequence of political crises, 
failure of crops, or other unforeseen circumstances. 


Exports For an extensive district like this the exports in 1896 might 
Genera. almost be considered nil, especially if we deduct from the already 
remarks. low total of 31,2002 the value of the items dates, ghazul, goat- 


skins, and slippers, amounting to 9,600/., all of which, except a 
small portion of goatskins, come from Fez and Mequinez, and the 
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country behind those capitals. In a word, the provinces com- 
prised in Laraiche district, which are capable of growing almost 
anything, exported only some 22,4002 

The 1,606 quarters of beans shipped belonged to 1895 crop, Beans. 
‘the few odd quarters collected this year being required for seed 
and local consumption. Birdseed shipments also were from 
previous year’s harvest, and there must be in stock here from same 
crop 8,000 to 12,000 quarters. The present year’s yield only 
added a few hundred quarters to this. 

Although in the statistical tables the articles ghazul, slippers, Ghazul, 
and Moorish clothing figure as being exported -to France and Slippers, and 
Great Britain, their tinal destination is the Mohammedan ‘°¢u* 
countries of the Mediterranean, so that in reality the value of . 
exports to France and Great Britain is respectively reduced to 
1,6912: and 5,2910. 

A departure this year has been the shipment to Germany of Wool. 
about a third of our wool-exports ; the remainder, except 66 cwts. 
to England, went to Dunkirk. 

I believe a considerable quantity of the hides sent to France Hides. 
were subsequently forwarded to Genoa, where they appear to find 
a better market. 

An important addition to the shipping here was made by the Ger- shipping. 
man Woermann line having since September established a recular New Germar. 
monthly service of large well-appointed steamers ; their last two ne 
boats have already brought more than half the goods broughtin ~~ 
November and December from Hamburg and Antwerp, and I am 
informed that they intend lowering their rates in order to com- 
pete for the Morocco trade with the Oldenburg line. Steamers of Oldenburg 
the latter carried wool to Bremen at the low rate of 30 marks per line. 
ton for pressed bales. 

During the summer months the Mersey Steamship Company Mersey 
put ou their large fast new boats, which have splendid accom- Steamship 
modation for passengers, making round trips at intervals of 10 “°° * Bests: 
days between London, Gibraltar, Morocco ports, Canary Islands, 
Madeira, and thence back to London. 

The only sailers were a few small lateen craft, most of which Snilers. 
came for oranges. 

The state of Laraiche bar, the channel over which has been Laraiche bar. 
during the year shallow and sinuous, was unfavourable for 
lighterage of goods, and as a consequence there have been rathera 
large number of cases of damaged cargo. I attribute this to the 
abnormally small rainfall during winter and spring, as wet 
winters, as a rule, mean a straight deep course over the bar. 

There now seems some remote chance of a steam tug being Steam tug. 
supplied to this port, where one is so much needed. 

No attempt is now made to introduce or circulate in this General 
neighbourhood any of the low standard Philippine, Puerto Rico or remarks. 
“Tsabel” silver coins, as happens at some of the southern ports. 

The rate of exchange, which during the greater part of the Exchange. 

' year fluctuated between 18 and 20 per cent., suddenly went up to 
28 and even 29 per cent: in the latter part of the year, and caused 
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some uneasiness in trade circles and inconvenience in meeting en- 
gagements ; the rise was doubtless due to the political difficulties 
vf Spain with her colonies. 

The prospect for 1897 is not at all bright, even should we be 
favoured with seascnable rains for the summer crops. Owing to 
the scarcity and dearness of seed beans, the only grain extensively 
exported, cheap home markets and heavy duty, equal to about £0 
per cent. of the present total value fio.b., there is no inducement to 
sow, and, therefore, we must expect a very limited supply. 

The same remarks apply to millet seed, the duty on which is 
equal to and often exceeds its value in store. 

This has been a disastrous year all-round for agriculture ; 
the only thing that saved us froin a complete failure of all crops 
was, that although the rainfall of the winter of 1895-96 was 
perhaps one of the smallest on record, it came generally at regular 
intervals. In autumn, wells which for many previous years had 
never been without water, were quite dry. The wheat, barley and 
dari saved were insufficient for local consumption, and conse- 
quently they have almost reached famine prices. 

In spring enormous hordes of locusts ate up all crops and 
pasture in the poorer districts lying parallel with the coast, 
destroyed every vestige of horticultural produce near this town, 
and stripped the orange and other fruit trees of every leaf, so that 
there is not a single orange left for 1897 season. Most of this 
damage was caused. by the young locusts. In their chrysalis state 
they destroyed vegetables, and low-lying plants, and trees that 
were not protected ; and after shedding their outer covering and 
developing their wings they attacked the orange trees, eating up 
the leaves and delicate thin bark of the young sprouts, so that the 
young oranges shrivelled and fell. 

As was to be expected, the mortality amongst cattle in autumn 
was severe, owing to scarcity of pasture, and this mortality con- 
tinues until the present, as the animals were too frail and 
exhausted from want to withstand the cold and rough weather 
which prevailed after the first autumnal rains. From careful 
inquiry made in the various provinces, I find there is no suspicion 
so far of any cattle plague. Sheep stand climatic changes 
better than cattle, and can always find food which the latter could 
not use, for which reason the mortality amongst them remains 
normal. 

There is a marked deterioration in tne quality of horses 
throughout our district during the last two or three years, owing 
to dear barley, and laxity of Government supervision, such as was 
exercised during the late Sultan’s time. Mulai El Hassan insisted 
on all the country Moors who could possibly afford it keeping 
horses of good blood. 
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Return of Principal Articles of Import to Laraiche during the 
Years 1896-95. 

















| 1896. | 1895, 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
£ : £ 

Brass and copper... Cwts.  w 228 611 371} 1,381 
Bread stuffs: flour, rice, &e. 59 3,414 1,861 327 119 
Candies ies 56k seul), 55 y 6,207 13,449 7,276; 18,430 
Chemicals... eee 3 1,303 1,773 7460=O Lia 
Cotfee oy ae “| 273 1,149 65 825 
Cotton, manufactured — ...} Bales at 1,123 86,590 litt 140,827 
+» raw. Cwts. 2 316 720 332 C« 976 
Earthenware and glassware | Pack: ages .. " 450 2,104 739 3,105 

Furniture: bvedsteads, ” i } 
clocks, GC. wae “ 58 Gls 63 | 929 
Hantware oss as wef 1,097 1,662 i) S| awe D3 
Incense and perfumery wal Cuts, a! 184 | 809 | 317 1,823 
Iron, steel, and nails ee ee Ha 5,22) 2.693 4,772 | 2,978 
Matches ees nee ane Gross 16,966 | 1827} 7,720 | 982 
Paper ... tte oes of Reams 4.5 11.282 e938 29,860 | 3,503 
Petroleum ge wee CRS | 2,800 864 2,600 } 802 
SK ae nee wee Cots, aed 436 16,767 656 | 31,488 
Spices .. ee seek cas weal 2.585 4,079 1,922 3,901 
Spirits, Wine and beer | Gallons =| 16,408 3,640 15,620 1,648 
Sugar ... _ wee «| Cwts. 78,166 81,077 61,260 70,152 
Tea. owe = eoef Chests... 5,378 18,222 5,093 19,707 
Woollen cloth... is wee ef Yards 0... 39,400 7,663 69,090 15,116 
Other articles Ses oes eee eae 2,743 vie ‘ 11,858 
Total ... ooo oo ove eee 219,902 334,258 





terURN of Principal Articles of Export from Laraiche during the 
Years 1896-95. 




















1896. 1895. 
Articles. —————_——eeeee 
a 
Quantity. Value. j Quaatity. Value. 
£ . £ 
Beans ... 00 ee Hf Qusreers ae 1,606 3,573 8,747 9,274 
Birdseed ese, " Zhas eee 1,046 1,312 3,167 6,516 
Dates ... Cwia bee lit 4:0 40 160 
‘Ghazul (saponaseous earth) ee 3,161 1,691 1,257 7% 
Guat-skins asch res a 1,148 3,820 406 1,3¢4 
Hair... oes wee a ” ore 1S3 376 I2 28 
Hides ... cS ae se 667 938 390 430 
Oranges eee sie wet Mil ie 2,000 $33 700 420 
Slippers, Moorish... wf Bales... 218 3,633 102 1,020 
Wool in grease ss of Cwts, ae 6,611 14,873 6,200 14,882 
Woollen clothing, Bloorish .. Bales sos 19 633 oes aoe 
Other articles... : in tis 1,039 ce 1,526 
Total | ios 31,201 Sec 36,364 
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TABLE showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 


Imported to Laraiche to and from Foreign Countries during 
the Years 1896-985. 























Exports, Imports. 
Country. a2 ae : : 
; _ 1896. — (1895. 1896. 1895. 
£ £ £ £. 
Great Britain .. ws 3,866 19,093 128,926 196,860 
France .. an as 20,021 13,001 99,653 111,736 
Belgium oe A 156 a 14,212 13,414 
Germany eo 8 §,330 218 5,707 11,586 
Portugal oe ce 650 2,808 oes ee 
Spain .. oe - 1,678 1,244 _ 187 4d 
Tialy “cess... ee: a = 1,247 218 
Total .. es 31,201 36,364 249,902 334,258 





REruRN of all Shipping at the Port of Laraiche during the 
Year 1896. 


























ENTERED. 
| Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. xs : : - ; j 
Number o Number of Number o 
| vessets: | TPS Vessets. | TOMS | Vessels. | Tens 
British ove ea 4 87 28 18,592 32 18,679 
French ose eee ine <35 3l 17,813 3l 17,813 
German sed tee eas 20 13,630 20 13.630 
Spansh ... tos 2i 233 29 12,629 50 12,862 
~ Portuguese... eas 17 453 | see aoe - 17 453 
Danish wwe 2 208 fe ow  { 2 {208 
Total. ww. 44 981 108 62,664 | 182 63,645 
» forthe year 

preceding... 57 1,831 | 93 51,220 150 53,051 


eR SS 


CLEARED. 





ailing. Steam. 
































Total. 
Nationality. tj . | 
Nuniber 0 Numberof! 4. - Number of 
a : Vessels. j Tons: Vessels. { aas Vessels. Tons 
British : = 4 87 28 18,592 | 32 18,679 
French ese wee see eee 31 17.813 3l 17,813 
German oes ese ose ose 20 13,630 20 13,630 
Spanish... eae 21 233 29 12,029 50 32,862 
Portuguese... ... VW 453 | see 17 453 
Danish aa ~ Vreas 2 203 | ; 7 rae 2 208 
Total eee mas 44 981 108 62,66 152 63,645 
» forthe year { 
preceding... 57 1,831 93 51,220 150 58,051 
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